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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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2. M The allowed claim(s) is/are 15-63 . 
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3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY ( PAPER # 7/26/2004) 
DRAWINGS 

1. This application has been filed with drawings that are considered informal; said drawings 
are acceptable for examination purposes. The review process for drawings that are included with 
applications on filing has been modified in view of the new requirement to publish applications at 
eighteen months after the filing date of applications, or any priority date claimed under 35 U.S. C. 
§§1 19, 120, 121, or 365. The correction to figure 1 submitted in formal amendment 
7/26/2004 is acceptable to the Examiner. See PTO Form 948 for the Official PTO 
Draftsperson's objections. 

CLAIM STATUS 

2. Claims 15-30 & 32-63 are pending. 

CLAIM REJECTIONS - 35 U.S.C. §103( a ) 

3. Rejections Withdrawn. 



REASONS FOR ALLOWABILITY 
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pending claims of the instant invention. The Applicant has sufficiently shown that the elements 
of independent claims 15, 28, 41, 43, 50, 54, 58 & 61 have multiple implementation details not 
disclosed in the prior art of record. 

Independent claims 15, 28, 41, 43, 50, 54, 58 & 61 substantially recite in part a 
contractor global on-line building construction materials ordering system and method 
where building construction materials to be ordered are categorized and classified for 
specific regional building construction requirements and orders are filled by specific 
regional suppliers knowledgeable about the regional requirements of the contractor and 
capable of supplying the required regional building construction materials; support for 
claimed elements and limitations are found in the specification of the instant application on 
at least pp. 18-22. In this case, class searches, and word searches have shown that 
neither a given reference nor a combination of references exists which contain elements in 
an inclusive arrangement as claimed in the instant invention. Therefore, the prior art 
references of record do not precisely teach or suggest the combination of elements of the 
instant invention. Although it is known in the prior art to handle "orders intended for 
local sources or suppliers . . . with local supplier programs. ..." (See Schlafly (col. 5, 
11. 53-67; and col. 6, 11. 1-3), there is no disclosure in the prior art of record for providing 
part a contractor global on-line building construction materials ordering system and 
method where building construction materials to be ordered are categorized and classified 
for specific regional building construction requirements and orders are filled by specific 
regional suppliers. Therefore, the instant invention as claimed in claims 15, 28, 41, 43, 
50, 54, 58 & 61 is not anticipated by the prior art of record. Furthermore, the prior art 
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references of record do not implicitly, individually or in combination disclose elements that 
would have rendered the claimed elements and limitations in the instant invention obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention. 



Dependent claims 16-27, 29-30, 32-40, 42-41, 44-49, 51-53, 55-57, 59-60 & 62- 
63 are allowable because they depend from independent claims, which contain allowable 
subject matter. 

CONCLUSION 

5. Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Any response to this action may be sent via facsimile to either: 
(703)305-7687 (for formal communications EXPEDITED PROCEDURE) or 
(703) 305-7687 (for formal communications marked AFTER-FINAL) or 
(703) 746-7240 (for informal communications marked PROPOSED or DRAFT). 



Hand delivered responses may be brought to: 

Seventh Floor Receptionist 
Crystal Park V 
2451 Crystal Drive 
Arlington, Virginia. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
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should be directed to John L. Young who may be reached via telephone at (703) 305-3801 . The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday through Friday between 8:30 A.M. and 5:00 P.M. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Eric Stamber, may be reached at (703) 305-8469. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




JOHN LEONARD YOUNG, ESQ 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



July 26, 2004 



